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Welcome to the Business Alumni Mentors Program

Our Goal:

To create a College-wide online mentoring
program that connects students with alumni
in a long-term, one-on-one relationship. This
is a chance for students to benefit from the
experiences of alumni in the business world.



Program Purpose

This is the first program on the University of lllinois campus to use
an online smart search engine that takes your preferences into
account when matching mentors and mentees.

A long term one-on-one relationship allows students to build a
trusting relationship with their mentor and to feel comfortable
seeking class, career, personal, and life advice from them.

This program is designed to be student driven

If you are only seeking to gather business cards, find out if a
company is hiring, distribute a resume, or get a job/internship,
please contact Business Career Services for a better avenue. This
program is not for that purpose.



Expectations

Mentor

Listen to the needs and expectations of
your mentee

Communicate in a timely fashion

Remain professional and assist your
mentee with their professional
development

Be committed to serve as a resource to
your mentee

Follow up on commitments made to the
mentee

Contact the program staff if there is a
concern with the relationship

Mentee

Discuss your needs and expectations with
your mentor

Communicate your goals and what your
mentor could do to help you reach them

Take ownership of the relationship
Be receptive to suggestions and feedback

Realize that having a mentor is a privilege
and work hard to benefit from this
opportunity

Remain professional at all times

Contact the program staff if there is a
concern with the relationship
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*At the end of this orientation you
will be directed to the Mentoring
Program Website.
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the student link . COLLEGE of BUSINESS
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*New mentors, if you have not filled Mactaring > Sslect Madule
out a profile yet you are considered
a new mentor.

*Current mentors, once you have a _
profile saved when you return to
the site you login as a current
mentor. You can then
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for invitations, check for
announcements and events on the
homepage.
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Profile

 Inyour profile you will want to give your o0
current contact information

fnols - Microsoft Internet Explores ... .7

*  Your personal statement is a chance for
you to tell a little about yourself. Anything
you would like your mentor to know
about you.

e The last area are your mentor
preferences. You can select the
industries/disciplines that you would like
them to have experience in, also what
degree/s they have earned. You can also
select how many years out of school they
are, if you choose “no preference” that
category will not be weighted when your
matches are selected.
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e  When you are finished make sure you
save and submit your profile.




Choosing a Mentor

Students, once you submit
your profile a list of your top
15 mentors will be generated
based on your preferences.

Click the “My Mentor” tab at
the top to view your list.

#£Business Alumni Mentors > Coll

Mentors, once you submit

your profile you will receive

confirmation, but the next
correspondence you will hear
will be an invitation when a
student contacts you.
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Being Matched

Once you have invited a mentor, they can either accept or decline the
invitation. Don’t be discouraged if your invitation is declined, you can
immediately search for another mentor.

If you do not receive any response to your invitation in 1 week you can send
the mentor a reminder. If they still do not respond in another week you can
withdraw your invitation and invite another mentor. If a mentor does not
respond, do not take it personally sometimes they are traveling and are away
from e-mail.

Once a mentor accepts your invitation you will both receive an e-mail
confirming the match and your contact information will be shared with each
other.

It is the responsibility of the student to make the first
contact. Please contact your mentor with in 1 WEEK of
being matched.



The Relationship

 Once mentor and mentee have made contact the
relationship will be dictated by the two people. We
suggest that your first conversation include how and
when you would like to be contacted, what your
expectations are for the program, and what you hope
to get out of the program.

 We will provide monthly conversation topics and there
will be 4 mentoring events this year. We encourage
you to not limit your relationship to these.



Testimonials

“-My mentee was an absolute
jewel. She was professional,
interested and eager to learn.
Every time we met she was
prepared with questions to
discuss and was open to new
experiences. The match between
her interests and my experience
was nearly perfect.”

“-Meeting a student whom |
would not otherwise meet and
thereby gaining perspective on
her challenges at ILLINOIS and in
finding job opportunities has
been enlightening.

“-My mentor came down to
campus and took me out to
dinner to meet in person and
discuss career opportunities. |
really enjoyed meeting with a
professional without feeling like |
was selling myself for a job
position.”

“- | liked being able to gain
knowledge from someone who
has been in the accounting
profession for years. It makes my
work in the classroom seem
extremely applicable to my
future.”



Conclusion

e This program is designhed to benefit both the
student and the mentor. You will get as much
out of it as you put into it.

e If you would like to register for the Business
Alumni Mentors Program please follow the
link below


https://www3.business.uiuc.edu/mentoring�
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